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The views of critical historians concerning the origin and growth 
of the early creeds have changed greatly with the investigations of 
recent years, and the author has rendered a valuable service to Chris- 
tian scholarship by giving us in a single volume of mode'rate compass 
the results of their researches, with enough of the processes to enable 
us to judge of the evidence upon which their conclusions rest. Other 
changes of opinion will probably take place in the near future, and 
the author regards his work as tentative in a certain degree. " It is 
a question," he says, "whether the time has yet come when a complete 
history of the Apostles' Creed can be written." A great mass of 
evidence concerning all the early creeds has been collected, and now 
waits to be sifted. But, as this book shows, much progress has been 
made in the study of these materials, and the reader will be thankful 
for this clear report of the present state of the investigation. 

Franklin Johnson. 
The University of Chicago. 

Christliche Dogmatik. Von Wilhelm Schmidt, Dr. und 
ordentlichem Professor der Theologie in Breslau. 2 Bande. 
Bonn: A. Marcus & E.Weber's Verlag, 1895 un d 1898. 
M. 22. 

Bd. I : Erster Theil : Prolegomena ; pp. xvi -j- 452. Bd. II : 
Zweiter Theil : Der evangelische Glaube; pp. xiii -f- 543. 
"Sammlung Theologischer Handbiicher." 4. Theil, 1. und 
2. Abtheilung. 

This work is the Erstlingsfrucht of the author's academic labor, 
and is dedicated to the theological faculty in Halle, in considera- 
tion of the doctorate received therefrom. As indicated above, the 
first volume — about one-half of the entire work — is devoted to 
prolegomena, a disproportionately large part. The second volume 
divides dogmatics into only three sections, viz., theology (in the 
narrower sense of the word), pp. 43-239 ; anthropology, pp. 239-302 ; 
and Christology, pp. 302-524. Schmidt discusses the work of the 
Holy Spirit under Christology. It is in this third section also that 
he discusses the doctrine of the trinity. Likewise soteriology, ecclesi- 
ology, and eschatology are all treated under the caption of Christology. 
Inasmuch as this is an unusual procedure, one would naturally expect 
to find in so voluminous a prolegomena some justification or vindica- 
tion of it; but there does not seem to be any. One notes the 
meager treatment of anthropology, which, moreover, is historical and 
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apologetic, for the most part, rather than constructive. In eschatology 
there is the entire absence of a doctrine of hell — the word even is 
never used. 

In his preface the author expresses his discouragement as to the 
old unbridged opposition, almost as yawning as ever, between sense 
and thought, faith and knowledge, Christianity and culture. To work 
at the bridging of this gulf, the reconciliation of these two, is the task 
to which Schmidt feels himself obligated. " ' Glaubig und verstandig, 
verstandig und glaubig,' dieser Combination, noch richtiger dieser 
Coincidenz, nicht nur einem Neben-, sondern einem Mit- und Inein- 
ander, dem mochte ich dienen." Sound Christian feeling has nothing 
to fear from thought, and vice versa. But the above is a fair statement 
precisely of the apologetic, as against the dogmatic, task of Christian 
theology. Indeed, these volumes, under the definite title of Dogmatik, 
are a conglomeration of philosophy of religion, apologetics, history of 
dogma, and of theology, metaphysics, and dogmatics. Schmidt has 
given us, not the evolution of an idea, but an aggregation of thoughts 
on all sorts of subjects, more or less closely allied, to be sure. The book 
is encyclopaedic, not systematic. It lacks Tiefsinn, Geschlossenheit, and 
Denknotwendigkeit, in consequence of which it is not surprising that 
his German contemporaries in theological endeavor have been rather 
severe in their reviews of his work. And it is evident that he has 
written some years too soon. Had he bided his time and digested his 
material, the result would doubtless have been better for him and the 
public. 

G. B. Foster. 

The University of Chicago. 

Die Satisfactio Vicaria, das ist Die Lehre von der stellver- 
tretenden Genugthuung des Herrn Jesu. Von Dr. theol. 
Wilhelm Rolling. 2 Bande. Giitersloh : Druck und Ver- 
lag von C. Bertelsmann, 1897, 1899. M. 10.50. 

I. Band. Die Vorfragen. Pp. xiv+286. II. Band. Der Aufbau. 
Pp. xvi + 428. 

In these two volumes we have a vigorous presentation of the 
Anselmic view of the atonement, as contained in the creed of the 
Lutheran church. 

In the first volume the arguments are drawn chiefly from the Old 
Testament, and in the second chiefly from the New. The doctrine 
which the author endeavors to substantiate from Scripture may be 



